
MESSY MIDDLE: HOW BUSINESS + HIGHER EDUCATION  
ARE GETTING HARD THINGS DONE IN CANADA

ATTENDEE LIST

FULL NAME TITLE ORGANIZATION

NICK ADAMS CO-FOUNDER & MANAGING PARTNER DIFFERENTIAL VENTURES

DAVID AGNEW PRESIDENT SENECA POLYTECHNIC  

AMRIT AHLUWALIA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF CONTINUING 
STUDIES  WESTERN UNIVERSITY

ARMUGHAN AHMAD LEADING ENTERPRISE AI RE-INVENTION,  
CEO ADVISOR & BOARD DIRECTOR UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOO

FAISAL AHMED CO-FOUNDER & CHIEF TECHNOLOGY OFFICER KNOCKRI

JOHN ALEXANDER COMMANDER 2 CANADIAN AIR DIVISION

FARAH ALEXIS CHIEF ETHICS OFFICER HYDRO ONE

JAHANZAIB ANSARI CO-FOUNDER & CEO KNOCKRI

UPKAR ARORA ADJUNCT AT THE SCHOOL  
OF ACCOUNTING AND FINANCE UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOO

MALIKA ASTHANA SENIOR MANAGER, STRATEGY  
AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS D2L 

MYKE BADRY VICE PRESIDENT & DISTRICT MANAGER PCL CONSTRUCTION

JOHN BAKER CEO D2L 

METI BASIRI CO-FOUNDER & CEO APPLYBOARD INC

MARTIN BASIRI FOUNDER & CEO PASSAGE

GUILLAUME BÉLISLE DIRECTOR
INNOVATION, SCIENCE AND 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
CANADA

MELANIE BELORE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,  
EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING YORK UNIVERSITY

LARISSA BEZO PRESIDENT & CEO CANADIAN BUREAU FOR 
INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION    

NORA BIEBERSTEIN DIRECTOR, STRATEGIC PROGRAMS,  
RBC THOUGHT LEADERSHIP ROYAL BANK OF CANADA

ANDREW BIELER DIRECTOR OF PARTNERSHIPS  
& EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING

BUSINESS + HIGHER 
EDUCATION ROUNDTABLE

JESSICA BIGA-WADSTEIN HEAD OF SALES    PEARSON

FRÉDÉRIQUE BRAIS-CHAPUT ÉTUDIANTE À LA MAÎTRISE  
EN ACTION CLIMATIQUE UNIVERSITÉ LAVAL    

HEIDI BREDENHOLLER-PRASAD VICE PRESIDENT, COMMERCIAL,  
STRATEGY AND BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT ENBRIDGE GAS

PHILIP BROWN ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, MANAGEMENT CO-OP UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO 
SCARBOROUGH

JOHN BUCK PRESIDENT & CEO    CEDEC

CARMELA BUSI R&D ASSOCIATE BUSINESS + HIGHER 
EDUCATION ROUNDTABLE



PATRICK CHAMMAS NATIONAL EDTECH LEADER, CANADA AMAZON WEB SERVICES

SUNNY CHAN SENIOR CONTENT SPECIALIST BUSINESS + HIGHER 
EDUCATION ROUNDTABLE

JULIA CHRISTENSEN HUGHES PRESIDENT & VICE-CHANCELLOR    YORKVILLE UNIVERSITY

JANENE CHRISTIANSEN REGISTRAR & ASSOCIATE VICE  
PRESIDENT, STRATEGIC ENROLMENT GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE    

DWAYNE CONROD HR DIRECTOR ENBRIDGE INC

SEAN COOTE VICE PRESIDENT, INTERNATIONAL NIAGARA COLLEGE

ANDRÉ CÔTÉ PRINCIPAL CÔTÉ & COMPANY STRATEGIES

MICHAEL CROWE VICE PRESIDENT, ACADEMIC BOW VALLEY COLLEGE

SOPHIE D'AMOURS RECTRICE UNIVERSITÉ LAVAL    

ROB DAVIDSON DIRECTOR, DATA SCIENCE ICTC

CEMRE DEMIRALP PROJECT MANAGER, PARTNERSHIPS  
AND CREATIVE ENTREPRENEURSHIP    

EMILY CARR UNIVERSITY  
OF ART + DESIGN        

LORRIE DESCHAMPS PRESIDENT
OSHKI-PIMACHE-O-WIN: 
THE WENJACK EDUCATION 
INSTITUTE

NENONE DONALDSON VICE PRESIDENT ADVANCEMENT UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOO

NOURAN EL ATREBY R&D ASSOCIATE BUSINESS + HIGHER 
EDUCATION ROUNDTABLE

SARAH FAIRLIE SENIOR ADVISOR, BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MITACS

KIM FALCIGNO VICE PRESIDENT 
OSHKI-PIMACHE-O-WIN: 
THE WENJACK EDUCATION 
INSTITUTE

NEIL FASSINA PRESIDENT OKANAGAN COLLEGE

MEGAN FENTON EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, STUDENT SUCCESS GEORGIAN COLLEGE

GENEVIÈVE FORTIER CEO PROMUTUEL ASSURANCE

JOANNE FOXTON MANAGER, #CHANGETHENOW GEORGIAN COLLEGE

SANDRA GABRIELE VICE-PROVOST, INNOVATION IN TEACHING 
AND LEARNING    CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY

KATE GARDNER PRESIDENT’S OFFICE HUMBER POLYTECHNIC

PHILIPPE GERVAIS VICE PRESIDENT, COMMUNICATIONS  
AND INSTITUTIONAL RELATIONS    MCGILL UNIVERSITY

KATHRYN GIBBONS PROGRAM MANAGER HIEC

PATRICIA GILBERT PROJECT MANAGER, R&D AND UNIVERSITY 
RELATIONS    CAE

SANJEEV GILL ASSOCIATE VICE PRESIDENT, INNOVATION UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOO

VIVEK GOEL PRESIDENT & VICE-CHANCELLOR UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOO

DARIO GUESCINI DEAN, SENECA WORKS SENECA POLYTECHNIC    

SONYA GULATI PARTNER KPMG LLP

LAURA JO GUNTER PRESIDENT & CEO    NORTHERN ALBERTA INSTITUTE 
OF TECHNOLOGY    

MANAV GUPTA CHIEF TECHNOLOGY OFFICER IBM CANADA

JENNY HAAG FOUNDER & CEO RISE DESIGN BUILD 
INTEGRATION

CHARMAINE HACK VICE PRESIDENT, STRATEGIC ENROLMENT 
MANAGEMENT CENTENNIAL COLLEGE



CRYSTAL HADDAD ENTERPRISE ACCOUNT DIRECTOR, ACADEMICS    LINKEDIN

SCOTT HARRIS ASSOCIATE DEPUTY MINISTER IMMIGRATION, REFUGEES  
AND CITIZENSHIP CANADA

KATHRYN HARRISON DEPARTMENT MANAGEMENT,  
LEARNING AND PERFORMANCE    BRUCE POWER

IMAN HASSANI CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER PASSAGE

JAY HATCHER PRESIDENT, NEW UNIVERSITY PARTNERSHIPS RISEPOINT

JERED HEIGH DIRECTOR, TALENT ACQUISITION  
AND DEVELOPMENT CAMECO CORP

ZABEEN HIRJI EXECUTIVE ADVISOR, FUTURE OF WORK DELOITTE AND  
PURPOSEFUL THIRD ACT

ZAHRA HIRJI SENIOR DIRECTOR EQUITABLE BANK

KELLY HOEY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR HIEC

GORDON HUNCHAK VICE PRESIDENT, UNIVERSITY RELATIONS FIRST NATIONS UNIVERSITY  
OF CANADA

SOPHIA JACKSON GLOBAL TALENT ACQUISITIONS DIRECTOR TELUS

CANDI JERONIMO EDUCATION BD AMAZON WEB SERVICES

NICOLE JOHNSON RISEPOINT CONSULTANT RISEPOINT

PARI JOHNSTON PRESIDENT & CEO COLLEGES AND INSTITUTES 
CANADA

MARSHA JOSEPHS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR INDIGENOUS INSTITUTES 
CONSORTIUM

SARAH KASTNER SENIOR DIRECTOR, GOVERNMENT  
RELATIONS & PLANNING WORLD EDUCATION SERVICES 

SEAN KENNEDY PRESIDENT NIAGARA COLLEGE

CORAL KENNETT HEAD OF PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT  
& EDUCATION, CANADA AMAZON WEB SERVICES

BRIDGET KERSHAW SR. STRATEGIST, LEARNING AND 
PERFORMANCE    BRUCE POWER

DAVID KETO EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, GOVERNMENT  
AND COMMUNITY RELATIONS    UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA

ANNIE KIDDER EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR PEOPLE FOR EDUCATION

LINDA KOECHLI DEAN
THE CHANG SCHOOL, 
TORONTO METROPOLITAN 
UNIVERSITY

DANIEL KOMESCH SENIOR ACCOUNT DIRECTOR HILL & KNOWLTON

JUSTIN LANGLOIS ASSOCIATE VICE-PRESIDENT, RESEARCH EMILY CARR UNIVERSITY  
OF ART + DESIGN

MELISSA LANTSMAN MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT THORNHILL

TARA LAPOINTE VICE PRESIDENT, STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
AND ADVANCEMENT OF SOCIETY    

SOCIAL SCIENCES AND 
HUMANITIES RESEARCH 
COUNCIL    

CHAD LONDON PROVOST & VICE PRESIDENT, ACADEMIC    MOUNT ROYAL UNIVERSITY

RICH LOUTTET HEAD OF SECTOR TRANSFORMATION ECAMPUSONTARIO

STEPHEN LUCAS CEO MITACS

ROBERT LUKE CEO ECAMPUSONTARIO



MOIRA MACDONALD ROYAL BANK OF CANADA

SHAMIRA MADHANY MANAGING DIRECTOR, CANADA & DEPUTY 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR WORLD EDUCATION SERVICES

JULIE MARTINI VICE PRESIDENT OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ONTARIO CHAMBER  
OF COMMERCE

KIMBERLY MATHESON DIRECTOR, CAREER SERVICES UNIVERSITY OF 
SASKATCHEWAN

LEN MATIOWSKY DIRECTOR, TRAINING SUPPORT  
AND INNOVATION    ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE

DAVE MAYERS CHIEF SCIENTIST KNOCKRI

CLAUDETTE MCGOWAN CEO PROTEXXA 

ROB MCINTOSH DIVISION MANAGER OF LEARNING  
& PERFORMANCE BRUCE POWER

MATT MCKEAN CHIEF R&D OFFICER BUSINESS + HIGHER 
EDUCATION ROUNDTABLE

MARLENE MCNAUGHTON CHIEF REVENUE OFFICER ALBERTA MACHINE 
INTELLIGENCE INSTITUTE

NORAH MCRAE CO-OPERATIVE AND  
EXPERIENTIAL EDUCATION UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOO

GABRIEL MILLER PRESIDENT & CEO    UNIVERSITIES CANADA

SARA MILLER PROGRAM MANAGER,  
WORK-INTEGRATED LEARNING

BUSINESS + HIGHER 
EDUCATION ROUNDTABLE

LEIA MINAKER ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR & DIRECTOR,  
FUTURE CITIES INSTITUTE UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOO

KEITH MONROSE VICE PRESIDENT    THIS GROUP    

MICHELLE MURRAY EXECUTIVE COORDINATOR BUSINESS + HIGHER 
EDUCATION ROUNDTABLE

KAREN MYERS PRESIDENT & CEO BLUEPRINT

AILEEN NAJDUCH EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, STUDENT SERVICES  
& GLOBAL PARTNERSHIPS    RED RIVER COLLEGE POLYTECH

MARC NANTEL VICE PRESIDENT, RESEARCH, INNOVATION 
AND STRATEGIC ENTERPRISES    NIAGARA COLLEGE

NICOLE NORRIS DIRECTOR, SOCIAL INNOVATION GEORGIAN COLLEGE

JACQUELINE OTTMANN PRESIDENT FIRST NATIONS UNIVERSITY  
OF CANADA

MARC PASCOLI REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT PCL CONSTRUCTION

AJAY PATEL PRESIDENT & CEO VANCOUVER COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE

GINA PATTERSON CHIEF PROGRAM OFFICER VENTURE FOR CANADA

LENA PATTERSON ASSISTANT DEAN, PROGRAMS
THE CHANG SCHOOL, 
TORONTO METROPOLITAN 
UNIVERSITY

KRISTA PAWLEY CO-FOUNDER WAVEMAKERS

SARAH PENDRITH VICE PRESIDENT, STRATEGY + OPERATIONS, 
RBC ECONOMICS AND THOUGHT LEADERSHIP ROYAL BANK OF CANADA

AARON PEREIRA GAPT PROGRAM MANAGER UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOO

SANJ PERERA SENIOR DIRECTOR CAA ICON



LISA PHILIPPS SENIOR POLICY ADVISOR TO THE PRESIDENT, 
OSGOODE HALL LAW SCHOOL YORK UNIVERSITY

JUDENE PRETTI CO-PRESIDENT, BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
(UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOO) CEWIL CANADA

KRISTON RENNIE DEAN, FACULTY OF INDIGENOUS STUDIES, 
SOCIAL SCIENCES & HUMANITIES

UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN 
BRITISH COLUMBIA

JENNIFER RIOPELLE VICE PRESIDENT OF CORPORATE SERVICES BUSINESS + HIGHER 
EDUCATION ROUNDTABLE

LAURA ROMANESE EVENTS & CONVENING SPECIALIST BUSINESS + HIGHER 
EDUCATION ROUNDTABLE

EGLANTINE RONFARD DIRECTOR OF STRATEGIC COMMUNICATIONS  FUTURE SKILLS CENTRE

NICK RULE VICE-PROVOST, ACADEMIC PROGRAMS UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO

STEFAN RUSTSCHEFF ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR EQUITABLE BANK

DAVE SAVORY VICE PRESIDENT, EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING RIIPEN

JOHN SCHMALZ CONSTRUCTION MANAGER PCL CONSTRUCTION

NORMA SCHNEIDER VICE PRESIDENT, ACADEMIC NORQUEST COLLEGE

HEATHER SCOFFIELD SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT, STRATEGY BUSINESS COUNCIL OF 
CANADA

SEAN SHABAGA PROJECT DIRECTOR PCL CONSTRUCTION

HUSSEIN SHAMJI DIRECTOR, INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT VECTOR INSTITUTE

DARYL SILZER VICE PRESIDENT, EXTERNAL RELATIONS  
AND CHIEF DEVELOPMENT OFFICER    NAIT

LUC SIROIS CHIEF INNOVATION OFFICER CONSEIL DE L'INNOVATION  
DU QUÉBEC

JENNIFER SOWA DIRECTOR, COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS UNIVERSITY OF CALGARY

JOHN STACKHOUSE SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT, OFFICE OF THE CEO ROYAL BANK OF CANADA

DANA STEPHENSON CEO RIIPEN

JEFFREY TAYLOR
ASSOCIATE VICE PRESIDENT, RESEARCH, 
INNOVATION AND WORKFORCE 
DEVELOPMENT    

NOVA SCOTIA COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE

JACOB TAYLOR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL INDIGENOUS 
ECONOMIC PROSPERITY INSTITUTE

FIRST NATIONS UNIVERSITY  
OF CANADA

BENOIT TESSIER DIRECTOR GENERAL, ATISB
INNOVATION, SCIENCE AND 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
CANADA   

SASHA THACKABERRY PRESIDENT SKILLSWAVE

KRISTINA TSIRIOTAKIS SENIOR DIRECTOR OF LEARNING & 
ORGANIZATIONAL DEVELOPMENT D2L 

ALEX USHER PRESIDENT HIGHER EDUCATION STRATEGY 
ASSOCIATES    
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ANICA VASIC SR. DIRECTOR, PARTNERSHIPS  
AND STRATEGIC INITIATIVES    

HUNTER HUB FOR 
ENTREPRENEURIAL THINKING, 
UNIVERSITY OF CALGARY    

ANN MARIE VAUGHAN PRESIDENT & CEO HUMBER POLYTECHNIC

VAL WALKER CEO BUSINESS + HIGHER 
EDUCATION ROUNDTABLE

JUANITA WATTAM-SIMEON
ASSOCIATE VICE PRESIDENT, ACADEMIC - 
PROGRAM QUALITY, DEVELOPMENT  
AND INTEGRATION    

GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE

KEVIN WEAVER PRESIDENT & CEO    GEORGIAN COLLEGE

DAN WEBER SENIOR DIRECTOR, INNOVATION  
AND STRATEGY UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOO

ERIC WETLAUFER MANAGING PARTNER TWIN RIVER CAPITAL

LEENA YAHIA RESEARCHER QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY 

IMAN YAHYAIE DIRECTOR, OUTREACH ICTC

JEFF ZABUDSKY PRESIDENT BRITISH COLUMBIA INSTITUTE 
OF TECHNOLOGY 


